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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  March 10, 2005


Hospital Infections Adding to NY State Medicaid Woes;

At 3/11 Forum, former Lt. Governor Betsy McCaughey and leading doctors will present evidence that preventing hospital infections could substantially close the Medicaid gap and make failing hospitals profitable again.

New York, NY—Mar. 10 (www.hospitalinfection.org)—Faced with either slashing hospital payments or drastically cutting services, the Pataki Administration and the New York hospital lobby are at loggerheads over the state’s Medicaid crisis.

At a forum here tomorrow sponsored by the Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths and the New York Business Group on Health, former Lt. Governor Betsy McCaughey, Ph.D. and leading doctors will show that stopping the epidemic of hospital infections could substantially close the state’s Medicaid funding gap.  “Cutting infection rates is the one cut that doesn’t hurt. It will save lives and money. The nation spends $28 to $30 billion a year in extra health costs treating these infections which are largely preventable,” says McCaughey.  “Taxpayers are paying top dollar to treat infections that don’t have to happen.”  McCaughey is founder of the Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths (RID).   

Expected to draw senior healthcare officials, business leaders and members of the New York State legislature, the forum will also show the urgent need to provide the public with hospital infection report cards.  “For too long the powers that be in Albany have acceded to the hospital industry’s demands to keep infection their dirty little secret,” says McCaughey. “Secrecy helps hospitals save face, but it won’t save lives or money. You can find out if your local deli has been cited for health violations. The state makes it easy to choose a safe deli, but you can’t find out which hospital has a high infection rate.”  

Current bills being proposed in Albany provide that infection rates will be made available to the public ‘on request.’  When you’re dealing with government, ‘on request’ could mean waiting months. If you need to be hospitalized, you need to know within minutes which hospital in your local area has the worst infection problem,” McCaughey said.  

WHO:
Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths; New York Business Group on Health; leading physicians; experts.

WHAT:
The Compelling Case for Reducing Hospital Infections: 

Saving Lives, Reducing Costs, Rescuing Failing Hospitals
WHEN:

TOMORROW - Friday, March 11th, 2005, 2:00 – 4:00 PM

WHERE:
The Harvard Club of New York, 27 West 44th Street, NY, NY 



Business attire kindly requested.

CONTACT:
Members of the press are asked to RSVP to Adam Dubitsky, 202-965-4223, mobile, 202-247-0130, adamdubitsky@yahoo.com. 

MEDIA:
Though the Forum is “on the record,” the venue is a private club and the use of cameras and recording devices is restricted to certain rooms.  Credentialed electronic media interested in filming or recording the Forum contact Adam Dubitsky at 202-965-4223 or 202-247-0130 in advance.  
-- more -- 


-- more --

Pittsburgh area hospitals have drawn the attention of state policy makers and hospital executives across the nation by slashing infections while increasing profits.  At Allegheny Hospital, preventable infections were found to be the direct cause of an estimated $9 million in losses.  

Dr. Richard Shannon, Chairman of the Department of Medicine at Allegheny Hospital, will show how that hospital reduced bloodstream infections by an astonishing 90 percent in ninety days.  

Research at Allegheny Hospital shows that when a patient develops certain infections, profit on that patient turns into a $43,233 net loss, on average, because additional treatment costs far exceed additional reimbursement.  Dr. Shannon concludes “you can come surprisingly close to eliminating hospital acquired infections with determination as opposed to resources.”

Every year in this country, over two million patients contract infections in the hospital, and an estimated 103,000 die from them.  Hospital infections cause more deaths each year than AIDS, breast cancer, and auto accidents combined.  

According to the Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths, an infection after surgery more than doubles the cost of a patient’s care.  Urinary tract infections, the most common of all, increase the cost of care by 35 to 47 percent. 

Hospital infections add an estimated $20 billion to $28 billion a year extra to the nation’s health spending, enough to fund a large portion of the new Medicare drug benefit.

According to RID founder, Betsy McCaughey, Ph.D., “Infection prevention saves money for hospitals, the business community, patients, insurers, and taxpayers.  Numerous studies prove it.  Even more important, it saves lives.”

Contact:  Adam Dubitsky, Office: 202-965-4223, Mobile: 202-247-0130

Additional information on what consumers can do to protect themselves while hospitalized is available online from the Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths at www.hospitalinfection.org. 

For additional information on the New York Business Group on Health visit www.nybgh.org
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