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ANGIOTECH INITIATESANTI-INFECTIVE CVC U.S. PIVOTAL STUDY

ADVANCING NOVEL APPROACH TO PREVENT MEDICAL DEVICE INFECTIONS

VANCOUVER, BC, January 5, 2005 — Angiotech Pharméicals, Inc. (NASDAQ: ANPI, TSX: ANP) today annared the

initiation of its United States pivotal study exaimg an anti-microbial central venous catheter (¢.Vthis U.S. multi-

center study is designed to evaluate the effich@y@VC coated with the drug 5-Flourouracil (5-Fd)non-traditional anti-
infective agent. The study enrolled its first patist week in Rapid City, South Dakota, and wWolve approximately 600
patients at 20 centers in the United States.

Central venous catheters are usually inserted antwally ill patients for extended periods of #no administer fluids,
drugs, and nutrition, as well as facilitate frequeiood draws. One of the complications associatiédl CVC implantation is
infection, which can occur when bacteria contangrhée catheter. CVC infections that progress toddgtream infections, or
septicemia, can become life threatening. ApproxétyaB.5 million CVC catheters are used in the &hually leading to
approximately 250,000 CVC-related infections andeatimated 40,000 deaths. The cost of caring fesdhpatients is
estimated to be as high as US$56,000 per infection.

Angiotech is developing its infection preventiomgidrm using the drug 5-FU as a non-traditional-anfiective in order to
address concerns voiced by the Centers for Diséas&ol (CDC) regarding overuse of traditional bidiics, which can
contribute to an increase in the antibiotic resisgaof bacteria. Traditional anti-infective coasngre being used more
frequently each year, and are currently used onoappately 20 percent of CVC products implanted.

“We are excited to be participating in a study &ddmng such a pervasive and critical issue,” saideJReyno, MD, an

infectious disease specialist at Rapid City Rediéf@spital in South Dakota where the first patiemts recently enrolled.

“Hospital-based infections, which include CVC irtieas, are a vexing and potentially lethal probkiat demands a better
solution.”

“The use of 5-FU as an anti-infective coating tevant catheter-related bloodstream infections ne@wative and unique,”
said Stephen Heard, MD, Chair, Department of Aressthogy at University of Massachusetts MemoriadMal Center and
the University of Massachusetts Medical School, pridcipal investigator. “(In vitro) data demonge&ahat 5-FU has
antibacterial activity similar to current anti-ictese catheter surfaces. We are eager to seesethffects impact catheter
colonization and bloodstream infection in patiénts.

“Two million patients contract hospital-based irtfens in the U.S. each year,” said Betsy McCaudgftyP, Chairman of the
Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths (RID). “RIDpkyuds the efforts of innovative pharmaceutical pames to reduce
catheter-based infections.”

About the Anti-Infective CVC Trial:

The CVC trial is a randomized, single-blind, actoantrolled, two-arm, multi-center clinical studyhe lead trial site is the
University of Massachusetts Memorial Medical Centeith Dr. Stephen Heard as principal investigatbhe primary

objective of the study is to compare the Angiot€&e¥iC catheter to a leading anti-infective cathetethwegards to

preventing bacterial colonization. Other objectival include prevention of local catheter-relatedections or widespread
bloodstream infections. Following favorable stu@gults, the company intends to request 510k manlketrance for the
product from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

About the Angiotech Anti-Infective CVC Technology:
Due to the emergence of antibiotic-resistant bacténe CDC has discouraged overuse of traditiangbiotics to help avoid
the creation of resistant strains and has encodridugesearch for alternative anti-infective stregeg



Angiotech is actively developing a broad anti-itiee platform using non-traditional agents foundotigh its proprietary
drug screening process. This process consists mfersing thousands of approved pharmaceutical congsowand

discovering non-traditional applications for theise in local drug delivery in combination with meali devices and
biomaterials. Through this proprietary drug ideoéfion strategy, Angiotech has chosen 5-FU alge@d compound, an FDA
approved drug. Some of the advantages of 5-FU dlecl) the ability to kill bacteria such as gransipee Staphylococcus
aureus and gram negative Pseudomonas aeruginasa, gl be lethal pathogens, 2) the unique andabéduability to help

prevent formation of biofilm, a slimy coating thzcteria produce to protect them from traditiomditaotics, and 3) the fact
that it doesn’t contribute to bacterial resistaagainst traditional antibiotics.

About RID:

The Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths (RID) magonal organization, founded by Betsy McCauglfdyD., dedicated
to providing hospital administrators, caregivenssurers, and patients with the information theydnee stop hospital
infections. RID's mission is threefold: to motivdtespitals to make infection prevention a top piyorto inform patients
about the steps they can take to reduce theirofigkfection; and to ensure that no matter whene e, you can find out
which hospitals in your area have the worst infeciproblems. The Committee has a distinguished reeship, including
Yale Professor, Dr. Sherwin Nuland, author of Thecior's Plague, a biography of Ignac Semmelweis, Hirabeth
Whelan, founder of the American Council on Scieaod Health, and Nobel Laureate, Dr. Joshua Ledgrlzer well as
corporate leaders, philanthropists, and civic lemddo find out more about RID, please visit thewebsite at
http://www.hospitalinfection.org.

About Angiotech Pharmaceuticals

Vancouver-based Angiotech Pharmaceuticals, In@ gpecialty pharmaceutical company pioneering thrabenation of
pharmaceutical compounds with medical devices ammditerials to both create novel solutions for hoaddressed disease
states and improve surgical outcomes. To find ootenabout Angiotech Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (NASDA®RIPI, TSX:
ANP), please visit our website atvw.angiotech.com
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